NORTHERN HIGHLANDS REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

• DISTRICT FACILITIES RENOVATIONS PROGRAM •
UPGRADING OUR FACILITIES TO SUPPORT OUR PROGRESSIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

VOTE TUESDAY, MARCH 8
Dear Northern Highlands families,
As the Board of Education President, and the parent of three Northern
Highlands graduates, I am excited to tell you about the district’s proposed
bond referendum. This facilities renovation project will meet the current and
future needs of our students, and will keep Northern Highlands a place we can
continue to be proud of for years to come.
The Board is proud of the many projects we have approved over the years, from
updating the auditorium, the gymnasiums, and numerous classrooms, to adding
solar panels to reduce energy costs. We now have a Wellness Center, a Career
and Academic Pathways Program and numerous security enhancements. We
were fortunate to complete these projects and more with allocated funds, but
now we need your help.
The proposed referendum will provide repairs, renovations and upgrades
necessary to our facilities, and will be an investment in the success of our
students. Educational renovations are planned for the Media Center, the TV
Production Studio, the Planetarium, art rooms and several classrooms. In
addition, the bond will fund a Multipurpose Field House with public restrooms,
team rooms, a community meeting room, and a fitness center. This will make
room for four additional classrooms, which will meet the needs of a growing
student population. A new synthetic turf field will alleviate the current drainage
issues, and will create a much-needed new home for the Highlands band
members to practice. The total cost for these projects is approximately $8.83M.
With state funding offsets of over a million dollars, a $500K contribution from
our capital budget, and an expiring science wing bond, our residents will not
see an increase in their taxes.
The Board knows that strong schools and strong communities go hand in hand.
After living here for over 25 years, I know how much this community cares
about our schools and our children. Let’s invest in their success, with upgraded
classrooms, a beautiful campus, and ample space for them to grow, learn and
thrive. Please come out and vote on Tuesday, March 8.
With warm regards,

Christine Paradise Ferrarie
Board of Education President

F.A.Q.’s

Frequently Asked Questions
WHAT ARE YOU GETTING IF THE REFERENDUM PASSES?
Enhanced Learning Environments
» TV Production Studio renovations
» Planetarium upgrade
» Art Rooms modernized
» Media Center transformation
» Additional Classrooms made available

Multipurpose Field House
» Handicapped accessible
» Community room
» Public restrooms
» Fitness Center
» Team rooms created

Synthetic Turf Fields
» Rehabilitate presently
unusable fields
» Creates additional athletic field
space for Highlands band and
junior athletic programs

WHAT DO THESE ADDITIONS PROVIDE OUR COMMUNITY & CHILDREN?
These enhancements and additions provide our community and children with much needed classroom
renovations and facilities upgrades. The relocation of programs creates additional classroom space
to account for the projected student increase over the next few years. New and improved fields
and a multipurpose field house are not only aesthetically pleasing additions to our already beautiful
campus, but they allow for our athletes and musicians to play and practice on safer landscapes, and
for the community to come together in a more modern and comfortable environment.

WHY DID WE PICK THIS TIME TO PROPOSE A REFERENDUM?
» Our fields are becoming unplayable due to drainage issues.
» Current interest rates are extremely reasonable and are expected to rise.
» The continued construction and development in our communities requires that we
accommodate growth by creating additional educational spaces.
» Northern Highlands will fulfill its current debt obligation at the end of next year. This will
offset the new debt assumed under the March 2022 referendum.
As evidenced in the chart below, state funding is available to us now:
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» The state helps to pay down the bond which helps taxpayers

$7.7 MM

• Must be tied to EDUCATION OR MAINTENANCE

$1.1 MM

» 34% SAVINGS on eligible projects
(Could mean millions in aid for NHRHS)
• Must be funded through a REFERENDUM

$8.8 MM

» Financial assistance from the state
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TOTAL
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STATE AID
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F.A.Q.’s

Frequently Asked Questions
WHAT IMPACT WILL THIS HAVE ON MY TAX BILL?
What is the estimated tax impact of the $8.83 Million Facilities Renovation Program to the
average homeowner over fifteen years?
» The average home value in Allendale = $663,957
Current tax impact [Allendale] = $256.15 per year
Proposed tax impact [Allendale] = $219.92 per year
Results in a $36.23 annual reduction
» The average home value in Upper Saddle River = $776,083
Current tax impact [Upper Saddle River] = $313.88 per year
Proposed tax impact [Upper Saddle River] = $269.48 per year
Results in a $44.40 annual reduction
Estimated State Funding/Debt Service Aid of $1.1 Million or up to 34% of eligible costs will offset
the cost of local share ONLY if the Referendum passes.

WHAT EFFECT DOES THIS HAVE ON ME AS A HOMEOWNER?
Many families deliberately elect to buy homes in high-quality school districts. That’s because they
want a good education at a high performing school for their children. In fact, even home buyers who
don’t have children consider the quality of the school district in their home buying choice. There are
many factors that influence home prices, and the quality of the school district is a significant one.

WHEN WILL THIS PROJECT BE COMPLETED?
The schedule for implementation of the projects will be carefully reviewed and crafted into a detailed
timeline that works best for the Northern Highlands Regional School District. Given the timing of the
March referendum, it will be challenging to develop projects for completion that first summer. It is
more likely that the design development will take place and allow for bidding and construction to
take place in the summer of 2023 and 2024. It is likely to take approximately two to three years to
phase all of the projects currently proposed in a way that allows the students and staff to continue
everyday activities. Safety is always a prime concern while work is being done, so much of the work
will be completed during summer months when students are not in school.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THIS REFERENDUM DOESN’T PASS?
If the referendum does not pass, we will still have to address the current drainage issues on our fields.
Without a referendum we will not receive state aid. We have funded over $25M in projects in recent
years, but now we are asking the community for assistance as we have exhausted our capital reserve.

VOTE

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022

For more information visit: www.northernhighlands.org/referendum

F.A.Q.’s
WHEN AND WHERE DO I VOTE?

» Voting is scheduled for March 8, 2022
» Polls will be open from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm
» Mail-in ballots must be postmarked by March 8, 2022
» Polling places are as follows:
ALLENDALE
DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 3

UPPER SADDLE RIVER
DISTRICTS 1 & 2

1 Erie Plaza
DISTRICT 2

500 W Crescent Avenue
DISTRICT 4

392 W Saddle River Rd
DISTRICT 3

ALLENDALE
FIREHOUSE

BOROUGH HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

BOROUGH HALL
BOROUGH HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS QUILT ROOM
500 W Crescent Avenue

500 W Crescent Avenue

DISTRICTS 4 & 5

UPPER SADDLE RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

CAVALLINI MIDDLE
SCHOOL GYM

245 Lake St

UPPER SADDLE RIVER
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
376 W Saddle River Rd

Our Digital Media Program has
grown tremendously and we
are already benefiting from a
new classroom design. We are
now streaming school events
and games! The new studio will
allow our program to continue
to flourish.

Having locker room space near
the field will allow teams to get
prepared for the game without
having to share locker room
space. Also, getting turf time
can be difficult due to so many
programs so the new turf field
will allow for more flexibility.

– Emily Kam ‘25

– Sarah Batenhorst ‘23

Fantastic! It was always very
hard to practice with cars in
the senior parking lot. Having a
new field to practice on will be
awesome for the marching band.

Highlands is an amazing high
school. I like that they are
always looking to enhance
our facilities and instructional
spaces to make Highlands
better, and this is proof of it.

WHAT DO OUR
HIGHLANDERS
HAVE TO SAY?

– Emma Deppisch ‘25

– Jack Inserra ‘23

The proposed enhancements and
upgrades are necessary for our
broadcasting class. Having the ability
to grow in this area is awesome.

Band practice on asphalt is very
difficult. All competitions for the
most part are on turf so having a new
turf field allows us to practice on the
same surface we are competing on.

Having newly furnished art rooms
with new equipment and supplies will
increase student interest. Having
quiet space in the media center is
long overdue.

– Jake Halperin ‘25

– Jacob Siegel ‘25

– Maliah Utley ‘23

To see exactly what our students are referring to in their comments, you can view the presentation available on the District website.

For further information on the referendum, scan the QR Code to the left
or visit the district website: www.northernhighlands.org/referendum

