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March 27, 2018 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians,   

I hope this letter finds you doing well.  Previous correspondence sent to you on March 5, 2018 outlined 
information on the 2018 Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) test 
administration.  As indicated in that letter, New Jersey State law and regulations require all students to take 
statewide assessments.  Thus, it is our district’s responsibility to provide appropriate assessment and follow 
state mandates that encourage the evaluation of student performance.  Further, we also provided you with 
information on the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) approved updated regulations for the 
high school graduation assessment requirements in both English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics.  As 
written, students in the Class of 2020 (our current sophomores) and the Class of 2021 (our current 
freshmen) MUST take all PARCC assessments connected to the aforementioned courses for which they 
have been enrolled during high school.  Although this mandate does not apply to students in Grade 11, it is 
highly recommended for 11th grade students to take the PARCC assessment, as it is the first option in the 
series of assessment criteria required for students to receive a high school diploma.  However, if students in 
Grades 10-11 take but do not pass one PARCC math and one PARCC ELA exam, they can use other options 
to meet the state assessment requirement.   
 
Please note that the NJDOE has a no "opt out" protocol by which parents can elect to have their child(ren) 
exempted from taking the test. If parents of 11th graders refuse to allow their child to take the PARCC 
assessment, they must come to school and complete an online refusal form in the School Counseling Office 
between the hours of 7:30 – 4:00.  .  Emails or notes will not be accepted.  This notice of a refusal to test 
must be submitted electronically no later than ten (10) school days before the testing window (April 23, 
2018 – June 8, 2018) begins.  That said, if your child(ren) will not be participating, you must complete and 
submit the PARCC Refusal Form electronically between April 2 - April 13, 2018.  If the form is not received, 
11th graders will be expected to sit for the PARCC assessment.  Once a test refusal is recorded within the 
NJSMART system, it cannot be reversed and parents should be aware that those students who do not test 
will not receive a PARCC score report.  NOTE:  Freshmen and sophomores are REQUIRED to sit for the 
PARCC assessment, as the assessment is a requirement for students to receive a NJ State endorsed high 
school diploma.   
 
Northern Highlands is a high performing school district and we have been fortunate, based on our 
outstanding test scores, to be ranked as one of the top schools in New Jersey and the United States.  We 
are committed to student achievement, and the PARCC assessment raises the bar for our students to 
ensure they are on the path to success. We are confident that with the quality instruction delivered by our 
dedicated educators, and your support, our students can meet and exceed these expectations and maintain 
its reputation as one of the best public schools in the state and country.   
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In our March 5 correspondence, we provided you with information on our testing schedule (see attached 
schedule and scheduling procedures).  All students in Grades 9-11 will be taking three performance-based 
assessments in both English/Language Arts and Mathematics.  Students will take mathematics assessments 
that correlate to their current course: Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geometry.  Students will use their Surface 4 
Pro to take this online assessment.  In an effort to minimize disruption to our educational program, 
Northern Highlands will test over a three-day period (April 24, 25, and 26, 2018).  Thus, we will run a 
special schedule so that NO INSTRUCTIONAL TIME IS MISSED for those students who are required to take 
the PARCC assessment.  The first two days of testing will be from 7:45 a.m. to 11:05 a.m. and the third 
day of testing will be from 7:45 a.m. to 10:55 a.m.  Bus pick up for students who are testing will be at the 
regularly scheduled pick-up time.   
 
Seniors and students who are not required to test on specific days will follow our standard Delayed 
Opening Bell Schedule with students expected to be in school by 9:45 a.m.  Bus pick-up for those students  
will be two hours later than the regularly scheduled pick-up time (i.e., If the normal pick-up time is 6:45 
a.m., then the pick-up time on testing days will be 8:45 a.m.).  Thus, there will be two morning pick-up 
times – one for students who are testing and a second run for seniors and students who are not sitting for a 
test.   
 
Students who are absent on the day of testing will be required to make up the PARCC assessment at a later 
date within the testing window.  Therefore, please make every effort to have your child attend school on 
the days of testing.  For 11th grade students who are scheduled to take the PARCC assessment and refuse 
to, it is imperative for parents and students to know that the students must still arrive to school by 7:40 
a.m., at which time they will report to a supervised location where they can read.  Those students who 
DO NOT report to school will have an unexcused absence recorded.  That absence will count in the totals 
used for denial of course credit.  In addition, the absence will prohibit the student from receiving any 
Perfect Attendance award.      
 
Please feel free to reach out to your child’s school counselor should you have any questions regarding the 
administration of the PARCC assessment and/or refusal to take the assessment.  Also, when speaking to 
your child’s counselor, please be certain that your child is on track to meet NJDOE and local graduation 
requirements.  If you would like to obtain additional information about the PARCC assessment schedule 
and/or procedures, please visit our website at www.northernhighlands.org and click on the PARCC quick 
link on the left hand side.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation and continued involvement in your 
child’s education.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph J. Occhino 
Principal 
 
C: Dr. Scot Beckerman, Superintendent 
 Dr. Brad Siegel, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
 Mr. Michael Koth, Assistant Principal 
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