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Dear Parents and Guardians,   
 

As you may be aware, New Jersey State law and regulations require all students to take statewide 
assessments.  Thus, it is our district’s responsibility to provide appropriate assessment and follow state 
mandates that encourage student learning.  In April 2017, Northern Highlands administered the 
Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC).  Students who took the 
2017 PARCC assessment received their scores this past August.    
 

In August 2017, the NJDOE approved updated regulations for the high school graduation assessment 
requirements in both English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics.  As a district, we strongly encourage 
all students to take the PARCC assessment, as it is the first option in a series of assessment criteria (see 
below) required for students to receive a NJ State endorsed high school diploma.   
 
Classes of 2018 and 2019 – Our current seniors and juniors can meet graduation assessment 
requirements through ANY of these three pathways: 

1. Achieving passing scores on the PARCC assessments; 
2. Achieving certain scores on alternative assessments (e.g., SAT, ACT, Accuplacer) 
3. The submission by the district of a student portfolio through the NJDOE portfolio appeals 

process. 
 
The Class of 2020 – Our current sophomores can demonstrate graduation assessment proficiency 
through the same three pathways as indicated above, provided that the students in the Class of 2020 
take all PARCC assessments associated with the high-school level courses for which they are eligible.   
 
The Class of 2021 and Beyond – Starting with our current freshmen, students will only have two 
pathways to meet the high school graduation assessment requirements: 

1. Pass the ELA 10 and Algebra 1 assessments; or 
2. Submission by the district of a student portfolio through the NJDOE portfolio appeals process, 

assuming the student has taken and passed all PARCC assessments associated with the high-
school level courses for which they are eligible.   

 
Each school year, the NJDOE will determine the proficiency level needed on the PARCC assessments to 
meet the graduation requirements.  It is highly recommended that parents contact the School Counselor 
to be certain their child is on track to meet NJDOE and local graduation requirements.  
 

PARCC assessments better reflect the range of reading and math knowledge and skills that all students 
should master; include items that better reflect the full range of cognitive complexity in a balanced way;  
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better align with the types of strong instructional practices that we believe should be used in the 
classroom, thus supporting great teaching and learning throughout the school year. This assessment 
provides information relevant to a wide range of performers, particularly moderate and high-
performers.   
 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with information on our testing schedule.  All students in 
Grades 9-11 will be taking three performance-based assessments in English/Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics. Students will take mathematics assessments that correlate to their current course: 
Algebra I, Geometry, or Algebra II.   
 
In an effort to minimize disruption to our educational program, we will run a special schedule so that no 
instructional time is missed for those students who are required to take the PARCC assessment.  
Northern Highlands will test over a three-day period (April 24, 25, and 26, 2018).   Testing will be from 
7:45 a.m. to approximately 11:15 a.m.  Bus pick up for students who are testing will be at the regularly 
scheduled pick-up time.   
 
Seniors and students who are not required to test on specific days will follow our standard Delayed 
Opening Bell Schedule with students expected to be in school by 9:45 a.m.  Bus pick-up for those 
students will be two hours later than the regularly scheduled pick-up time (i.e., If the normal pick-up 
time is 6:45 a.m., then the pick-up time on testing days will be 8:45 a.m.).  Thus, there will be two 
morning pick-up times – one for students who are testing and a second run for seniors and students 
who are not sitting for a test.  Specific scheduling information and times will be sent home in late March. 
 
We have made conscious efforts over the last seven years to look at the way in which we assess our 
students on a daily basis having prior knowledge of this transition in assessments.  Our teachers 
continue to construct assessments designed with performance-based questions that allow students to 
think analytically and critically.   Lastly, we are confident that the academic strength of our students 
coupled with our high quality of instruction and rigorous curriculum will undoubtedly help our students 
meet success on this new series of assessments. 
 

We pride ourselves at Northern Highlands on holding our students to the highest of standards, while 
keeping the community informed of our shared responsibilities.   We sincerely encourage you, and your 
students, to reach out to your child’s school counselor should you have any questions regarding the 
administration of the PARCC assessment.   
 

If you would like to obtain additional information about the PARCC assessment, please visit our website 
at www.northernhighlands.org and click on the PARCC quick link on the left hand side.  Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation. Your contributions to your child's education are invaluable, and I thank 
you for your continued involvement.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph J. Occhino 
Principal 
 
C: Dr. Scot Beckerman, Superintendent 
 Dr. Brad Siegel, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
 Mr. Michael Koth, Assistant Principal 
 All Supervisors 
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