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Review Guidelines: 

 
 

 Fiction Non-fiction 

Summary 
 

Describe the setting, the 
point of view, and the main 
characters.  Then, give a 
brief summary of the plot, 
including the major events 
of the book.   

Give an overview of the 
author’s topic, thesis, and 
main points.  What 
conclusions does the author 
draw?   

 
Response 
 
(Choose a 
FEW 
questions to 
address—
no need to 
answer all 
of them!) 
 

Discuss the theme(s) of 
this book.  What is this 
book trying to say, and do 
you agree or disagree with 
it? 

Did you agree or disagree with 
the author’s point of view, 
thesis, or conclusions?  How 
convinced are you?  Explain. 

What is your overall response to this book?  Did you love it?  
Hate it? Find it interesting?  Provocative? Boring?  Explain. 

What are the strengths and weaknesses of this book? 

Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not? 

How would you evaluate this author’s writing?   

Did this book challenge your assumptions or change your 
mind about anything? Discuss. 

What interesting questions did this book leave you with? 

 

1. Reviews must contain a minimum of 250 words. 
Reviews with fewer words will not be accepted for 
credit. 
 

2. Your review should contain no more than 1/3 
summary. The rest is your ideas, reactions, questions, 
and opinions. See the guidelines on the following page 
for more specific instructions. 

 
3. All reviews must be submitted to TurnItIn.com 

 
4. This heading must appear at the top of all reviews: 

 
Your Name 
Name of the Book 
Category (i.e. Science and Technology) 
 

5. No late reviews will be accepted 
 
6. All reviews must demonstrate to the librarian’s 

satisfaction that you have read and understood the 
book (not the movie, in the case of books that have 
been made into movies). 

 
7. Spelling and grammar do not count, but reviews so 

poorly written that I can’t understand them will not be 
accepted. 
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