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January 31, 2020 
 
Dear Junior Parents/Guardians: 
 
I hope this letter finds you doing well.  It’s hard to believe that the second semester is upon us.  In just a few months, we will begin 
planning all activities that surround the end of the school year.  We want to be certain that your children and our students conclude the 
school year in a safe successful manner, so we felt it was necessary to write to you at this time. 
 
Every year, after prom weekend is over, parents and educators breathe a sigh of relief when we know that our children and students 
are out of harm’s way.  However, that doesn’t mean we abdicate our responsibilities by not reviewing policies and procedures that will 
allow us to better serve our students and address their safety and well-being. 
 
Party buses can be very dangerous when transporting a large number of students who typically are not supervised properly.  These 
buses have dance floors, makeshift bars, and can carry well-over 40 people who are most likely not wearing seatbelts.  Furthermore, 
party buses also have underside storage compartments where students can conceal items that will go unnoticed and unchecked.  This 
in itself becomes a very dangerous situation as illegal substances can then be transported without anyone’s knowledge to after-prom 
parties and excursions to the city, shore, or other locations.  These are just some scenarios that we know exist; there are many more 
situations that can contribute to a night that we would soon rather forget. 
 
One area of concern that has been discussed for many years is that of party buses and how safe this mode of transportation really is.  
After discussing our safety and security concerns with parents and students, we announced that students were no longer permitted to 
have large buses with underside storage compartments transport them to the junior and senior proms.  When this prohibition was first 
introduced in 2010, students were displeased; however, they have come to appreciate and respect our decision to be proactive with 
regard to their safety and well-being.  Our students can still use limousines, but the maximum capacity cannot exceed 25 passengers.  
By doing this, we feel that we are addressing the wishes of our students while at the same time meeting the responsibilities of our 
school, which is to keep our students safe at all times.  
 
Fortunately, Northern Highlands has never had an accident or regrettable incident involving large prom buses; other area high schools 
have not been as fortunate.  We are also fortunate to have students who act responsibly and who almost always make good decisions.  
We do understand the importance that our students place upon the socialization aspect of sharing a party bus with a large number of 
students.  In all my years at Northern Highlands, our proms have been well-attended and our students were always well-behaved. As a 
result of this responsible behavior, we do not want to take something away from them if it is not warranted.  However, based on our 
experiences and numerous discussions with parents, we will continue to take necessary precautions to keep our students safe by 
prohibiting party buses.   
 
We encourage you to speak with your son or daughter and share our concerns.  Ultimately, the decision to use this form of 
transportation is up to you.  Please understand that the legal responsibility for the safety and well-being of the students on a party bus, 
limousine, or van falls solely on the adult who signs the company’s contract. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Please understand that no matter what form of transportation 
is used (i.e. limousines, vans), the legal responsibility for the safety and well-being of the passengers falls solely on the adult who 
signs the company’s contract. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph J. Occhino 
Principal 
JJO: br 

cc: Scot Beckerman, Superintendent 
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