
Short Story Unit  
 

The Cask of the Amontillado 
By: Edgar Allan Poe 

 
What is the author trying to convey to the reader? What is the point? 

The author is trying to convey revenge. Readers do not know why Montresor wants 
to kill Fortunato, other than the fact that Fortunato insulted him. (The actual 
insult is not revealed).  

- Revenge can turn someone into someone they aren’t. 
- Take advantage of others weaknesses (in this case, Fortunato’s love for wine 

ultimately led to his downfall). 
- Never trust a stranger. 

What did you like about the story? Be specific. 

- Montresor set out to achieve a goal and he did. 
- Not a happy ending  
- Montresor used temptation to his advantage 
- Didn’t drag on got right to the point 
- Description 
- Mystery  

What element may you consider including when writing your own short story? 

- Want to get to the point 
- Don’t drag on get right to your point 
- Suspense, keeps the reader engaged 
- Mystery 
- Surprise 
- Good description 
- Clear description of thinking  
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The Facts of the Story: 

1. Why does Montresor want to kill Fortunato? 
Montresor wants to kill Fortunato for revenge. Readers do not know why/ 
exact reason why Montresor wants to kill Fortunato.  
 Readers may not learn Montresor’s motive because it is a short story; if 

the insult was mentioned there would most likely be another plot.  
 A novel would explain the background/ what Fortunato actually did. 
 A short story, in this case, just explains the end result.  

 

2. At the beginning of the story, Montresor says there are two 
requirements for an effective act of revenge. What are these two 
requirements? 
A. Not be seen with the person before the act. 
B. Do not appear suspicious  

 
 

3. In Montresor’s opinion, what is Forunato’s weak point? 
Montresor believes Fortunato’s weak point is his love of wine.  
 

4. How is Montresor able to persuade Fortunato to accompany him into the 
catacombs (tombs)?  
Montresor tells Fortunato that there is a cask of amontillado (barrel of 
wine) inside the cave/ tomb.  
 
 

5. What specific details describing the setting (the catacombs) help to 
create a sense of horror and disgust?  
Wet, damp, dark, dirty  

 

 


