
PRODUCT & PACKAGE DESIGN: 
 
Everything that you wear, carry or purchase has been created by a designer in some 
way. From your clothes, to your shoes, jewelry, watches, and bags – all of this has gone 
through a long arduous process of concept, design, production, and sale before it ever 
reaches you. 
 
For this assignment you will learn about what these items go through before they ever 
reach the retail floor, or find their way into your closet.  We will look at how packaging is 
created to not only promote the brand and house the product, but to lure the customer 
into a purchase. We will look at how packaging can relate to or affect the price of the 
product, and what goes into those hangtags that you end up throwing away after you 
come home with your new items. 
 
New Illustrator Techniques: 
 
• We will learn new techniques in Adobe Illustrator including: 
(see handouts  posted on school website) 
 

- Creating a Swatch, Managing and Using Swatches 
- Creating a Repeat Pattern and then making it into a Swatch 

 
 
Where Do I Begin? 
 
 
• For this project you will choose a product and its associated packaging of your choice. 
This can range from shoes with a shoebox, apparel or handbag with all 
hangtags/garment tags and labels. 
 
• You will either have to purchase or bring in the product and packaging in order to 
examine, photograph, measure and re-create it in Adobe Illustrator 
 
• You will use at least one custom repeat pattern in either your product design or in your 
packaging design. 
 
• You should select colors appropriate to the product/packaging and intended target 
audience. Apply the principles of design to create a product and packaging that uses 
repetition and unity successfully. 
 
• You can either use the existing logo of the brand and re-draw it in Illustrator, or “re-
create” the brand by re-designing the current logo, or come up with a new 
company/brand and logo of your own design. 
 
 
 
STEP 1: Choose a product and its packaging to re-design (must be approved first) 
 
STEP 2: Purchase / bring in the product and the package 
 
STEP 3: Photograph the product on a white surface (may need multiple angles) 
 



STEP 4: Open the photos in Illustrator and trace over them using the pen tool 
 
STEP 5: Design the product to your liking using colors, brushes, patterns, etc. Be mindful of 
stitching, logo placement, type of graphics used (screenprint, embroidery, etc) It should 
make sense that this garment or accessory can actually be created and produced. You 
may also want to offer more than one colorway of the product (2-3 versions on same 
page) 
 
STEP 6: Disassemble the packaging, use a ruler to measure out the components of the 
packaging and re-create in Illustrator using the shape tool/pen tool and the specific 
measurements recorded. (You may want to sketch this first on paper first) 
 
STEP 7: Re-design the packaging using colors appropriate for your intended audience, 
age, store, theme, etc. You can either use the existing logo and re-draw it in Illustrator, or 
“re-create” the brand by re-designing the current logo, or come up with a new 
company/brand and logo of your own design. 
 
 
Some Ideas to Consider: 
 
Boots, Shoes, Sneakers, Flip Flops with repeating pattern on shoebox 
 
Shirt, Blouse, Dress, Sweatshirt, Sleepwear with repeating pattern and hangtag / all labels 
 
Handbag, Luggage, Duffle, Messenger, Backpack with repeating pattern and hangtag / 
all labels 
 
*Remember to get your product/packaging approved by the teacher first! 
 

 
Project Requirements & Specifications 
 
• Design a product and its associated packaging.  
 
• Create and submit 2 separate files: 

- one 8.5” x 11” letter size document with your product featured 
- one “actual size” packaging file that includes the technical layout of package  

 
• Use at least ONE CUSTOM REPEAT that you created in Illustrator. You can use this repeat 
on either the product or on the packaging. 
 
• Select an item that interests you! Something that you want to design or have a great 
idea for! 
 
• There is NO Artist Statement Required 

 
 
 
 


