
All artists have the same elements of art with which to work.

They are line, shape, color, value, form, texture and space.  

All the art in the world is done with one or more of these elements.

In order to make art, you must first understand these seven elements.
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Line is most easily defined as a mark that spans a distance 

between two points, taking any form along the way. As an art 

element, line pertains to the use of various marks, outlines, 

implied lines, contour lines, and are most often used to define 

shape in two-dimensional work. Implied line is the path that the 

viewer's eye takes as it follows shapes, colors, and form along a 

path, but may not be continuous or physically connected.
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Shape is a two-dimensional line with no form or thickness. 

Shapes are flat and can be grouped into two categories, 

geometric and organic.SHAPE
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Color refers to specific hues and is often shown as a color wheel 

that represents the chromatic scale in a circle using all the colors 

made with the 3 primary colors.  Complimentary colors can produce 

dull and neutral color.  Black and white can be added to produce 

tints (add white), shades (add black) and tones (add gray).
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Value is the degree of light and dark in a design. It is the contrast 

between black and white and all the tones in between. Value 

can be used with color as well as black and white. Contrast is the 

extreme changes between values.
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Form is a 3-dimensional object having volume and thickness. It is 

the illusion of a 3-D effect that can be implied with the use of light 

and shading techniques.  Form can be viewed from many angles.FORM



Texture is about surface quality either tactile or visual. Texture can 

be real or implied by different uses of media. It is the degree of 

roughness or smoothness in objects.TEXTURE



Space in a work of art refers to a feeling of depth or three 

dimensions. It can also refer to the artist's use of the area within 

the picture plane. The area around the primary objects in a work 

of art is known as negative space, while the space occupied by 

the primary objects is known as positive space.
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