
 

   Student Services Bulletin  

Welcome Class of 2017!!  
We would like to welcome our incoming Highlands stu-

dents and families.  This bulletin is published monthly 

and it is full of important information relevant  to col-

lege and career guidance, as well as other guidance 

happenings.  Past and future issues of the Student Ser-

vices Bulletin are available on the Northern Highlands 

website.  Current members of the Highlands communi-

ty also receive e-mail notifications each month when 

the bulletin is ready to be viewed.   
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Each incoming ninth grade student and his/her parents will have 

an opportunity for a scheduled personal conference with a 

Northern Highlands guidance counselor.  During the conference, 

our counselor will review the Northern Highlands curriculum 

offerings, discuss current course recommendations, and plan a 

program of study for next year.   Please be aware that the coun-

selor with whom you meet may not necessarily be your child’s 

assigned counselor in the fall.  To avoid delays, please do your 

best to be on time for your appointment.  You may preview the 

Curriculum Guide on the Northern Highlands website. 

Ho-Ho-Kus March 11th and 12th 

Brookside    March 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st 

Cavallini    March 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th 



 

2  Student Services Bulletin  

“This is Indiana University. College should be like this” 

~ Jennifer Ferentz 

 

Indiana University at Bloomington is a beautiful college campus situated 1 hour from the In-

dianapolis airport.  I had the opportunity to spend time on campus several years ago. The 

spirit on campus coupled with the charm and people of Bloomington, Indiana, made me 

realize what a great college experience Indiana offers.  Recently, I attended a luncheon 

sponsored by the University which gave me some updated information to share with you.  

 

There are about 32,500 undergraduates on campus with 15 schools and colleges to choose 

from.  Students can design their own major, or choose from over 150 majors currently of-

fered.  Indiana has a strong business school which students can gain admission to either as 

a freshman or the following year if not admitted initially.  Also, IU offers a strong language 

department, and is home to the world renowned Jacobs School of Music.  Indiana is 7th in 

the nation for study abroad opportunities: there are over 100+ overseas study programs in 

40 countries.   

 

While Indiana University is not part of the Common Application, please do not be discour-

aged to apply.  Indiana has rolling admissions, and there is no essay requirement (unless ap-

plying to the Hutton Honors College or for scholarships, which have a November 1 priority 

deadline).  Indiana University will super score the SAT and ACT scores for applicants.  IU of-

fers generous financial aid packages and about 68% of undergraduates receive financial 

aid.  It is voted 39th best value among public colleges (Kiplinger’s Personal Finance) and 

named ‘Best Buy’ by the 2013 edition of the Fiske Guide to College.  For more information, 

please contact your counselor, or Brandi Miller, Senior Assistant Director from Indiana Univer-

sity directly (brammill@indiana.edu).  
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   Drexel University:  A Co-Op Approach 

~ Jennifer Saxton, Jennifer Ferentz, Jenna Simon (guidance intern) 

The co-op approach to higher education is not a new concept, but in today’s current economy it is a model that 

has gained more attention and more student interest.  Schools such as Northeastern, Bryant and Drexel University 

offer students experiential learning within their chosen fields while earning undergraduate degrees.   In early Feb-

ruary we visited Drexel University right in Philadelphia to see and learn more about this school that has created 

such positive buzz over the past few years. 

Drexel University offers its students the unique opportunity to enjoy a distinct campus experience within the city 

of Philadelphia.  Unlike other city schools that sometimes seem swallowed up by the urban environment, Drexel 

has a campus feeling and vibe that is evident and separate from the city it is within.  Students are involved in any 

of the 300 plus clubs and extracurricular offerings and also have access to the myriad opportunities the city of 

Philadelphia has to offer.  Drexel University, along with the University of Pennsylvania and the University of the 

Sciences in Philadelphia, are part of what is known as “University City.”  Within Philadelphia there are more than 

250,000 college students.  Known as the “walking city” or a “city of neighborhoods,” Philly is a city with much to 

explore.  Drexel is actually composed of three distinct campuses united by a shuttle service.  Each campus has 

been affected by and is part of a master plan initiative by Drexel to expand their physical footprint and build com-

munity both locally and globally.  (There are some remarkable new facilities for undergraduates to use.) 

Drexel offers an expansive breadth of undergraduate and graduate programs in its thirteen schools.  The College of 

Arts & Sciences, the School of Biomedical Engineering, Science and Health Systems, The LeBow College of Busi-

ness, the School of Education, College of Engineering, College of Information Science and Technology, The West-

phal College of Media Arts and Design, and The College of Nursing and Health Professions are the many options 

undergraduate applicants have when applying to Drexel.   So whether a student is looking to work in fashion de-

sign, engineering, education or health sciences there are ample programs and pathways for each at Drexel. 

What makes Drexel so interesting is its approach to Co-op education.  Drexel does not simply offer the Co-op ex-

perience, it is the philosophy around which the Drexel education is built.  Students can choose from either a four 

year or five year program that includes up to three six-month co-op experiences.  These are full-time employment 

opportunities within the student’s current major focus.  Drexel is partnered with over 3,000 employers and places 

5,000 students each session in co-ops.  Most co-ops are located in or near Philadelphia, but students do travel to 

other states and even other countries for a six-month co-op.  Not all of the co-ops are paid as the rates are driven 

by whatever industry the student is working in, but students who do earn money do not have to claim this as in-

come on the FAFSA form.   On average, students typically earn about $16,000 during a six-month co-op placement. 

Drexel is a growing university that should be considered if you like an urban environment and want to learn more 

about the co-op experience.  Drexel grads are uniquely positioned within the job market upon graduation because 

most will have close to 18 months of solid experience behind them.  This makes them more desirable, more experi-

enced and more likely to earn higher starting salaries than other college grads just out of college.   
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Ramapo College 

~ Jennifer Kuo 

In December, I had the opportunity to attend a luncheon at Ramapo College in Mahwah, New Jer-

sey. Ramapo College is a selective liberal arts college located approximately 10 minutes from Allen-

dale, NJ and 30 miles from New York City. Nestled in the foothills of the Ramapo Mountains, 

Ramapo College is a strong liberal arts institution, offering five undergraduate schools with 40 

different academic programs as well as six graduate programs. A close-knit community, Ramapo 

has approximately 6,000 undergraduate students. One of the unique programs highlighted during 

the luncheon was the Living-Learning Community (LLC). If accepted into the program, there are 

many benefits to living in a LLC. Students are housed according to similar academic, social, and 

cultural majors. They are also paired with peer facilitators who help provide a smooth transition 

into college life as a first-year student. LLC students can also take advantage of having specialized 

courses, close relationships with professors, and co-curricular activities. This is a very popular pro-

gram, and students are encouraged to show their interest when applying for housing. 

There are a lot of exciting updates occurring on campus at Ramapo. Currently, there are several 

buildings receiving massive renovations including the science and psychology labs. There are also 

plans to renovate existing buildings including the library and some dormitories. One of the most 

exciting additions to campus will arrive in the fall of 2014. The Adler Center for Nursing Excellence 

will be the new home of Ramapo College's highly-acclaimed and expanding Nursing programs, as 

well as state-of-the-art labs to enhance the education of students in the sciences. 

In 2012, Ramapo was listed for the seventh consecutive year among the "100 Best Values in Public 

Colleges.” Whatever their career plans, Ramapo graduates leave the college well-rounded and pre-

pared for life. 
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Reminder ~ Important AP Registration  Information  

  

Advanced Placement exams will be administered by Northern Highlands during the weeks of May 6th 
and May 13th.  The price for the AP Exam is $89.00. THE DEADLINE FOR AP EXAM REGISTRATION 
IS MARCH 15, 2013. Registration will be handled online through Pay For It. Should you have questions 
regarding the AP Exams, please call Mrs. Malloy at (201) 327-8700 x232 or email Mrs. Malloy at mal-
loyr@northernhighlands.org.  If you have any questions regarding Pay For It, please contact Mrs. Di-
ane Brown at (201) 327-8700 x267.   

Northern Highlands 2013 National Merit Finalists  

We are delighted to announce our National Merit Finalists: 

Avery Banks ~~~~~ Richard Tamirian ~~~~~ McKenzie Welter 

Got Naviance?? 

For Scholarship and Summer Enrichment Opportunities, please 

consult Naviance.  Scholarships and Summer Enrichment Programs 

are added regularly, so check back often.   

Want more Guidance? 

Check out the Guidance page on the school website. 

www.northernhighlands.org  
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NHRHS SCHOLARSHIP FUND INC. 
298 Hillside Avenue   -   Allendale, N.J. 07401 

 
Our students need your help now! 

 
This scholarship is unique in that it is primarily a NEED-based scholarship available to Northern Highlands’ students and its 
alumni.  Applicants are carefully evaluated anonymously by code numbers only by an outside independent financial advisor and 
are based on demonstrated financial need.  In 2012, 17 students shared $40,900 in scholarship money.  There were many more 
deserving applicants that we were unable to help.  Your support and donations are greatly needed so we are able to help more 
students.     
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Here are a few quotes from past years’ recipients… your donations do make a difference in the students and parents lives!  Please take a 
moment to read this letter and learn more about this program that makes a difference to deserving college-bound students in our 
communities. 
 
“Receiving this scholarship will allow me to buy books this semester.  I can’t begin to thank everyone who contributed to this 
enough.  I want to bake cookies for everyone who helped contribute to this!” 
 
“I just want to sincerely thank the Scholarship committee and the donors for helping me and my family at a very difficult time in 
my life.  It was hard leaving my family to begin college locally in NJ.  I worked very hard at two jobs and now in my third 
semester I am still maintaining an A average with your support.  My mother would have been proud!” 
 
“With two children in college at the same time, the financial burden was lessened by your generous donation toward my child’s 
education” 
 
Many families in our four communities could benefit from this scholarship due to financial hardship.  Now is a good time to be charitable 
locally.  As you finalize plans for your 2012-2013 donations, please consider the NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc.-the only local scholarship 
available to our students which is based upon financial need.   
 
The NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. began in 1990 with the death of Allendale resident, Ruth Jakobi.  Her late husband, Gerard Jakobi, 
initiated a trust to take care of his wife, and upon her death the remainder of their estate was given in trust to Northern Highlands to assist 
students who want to go to college, but have significant financial needs.  This trust also provided for a committee to be established to 
oversee the scholarship.  Over the years, the committee has solicited Highlands’ families, local businesses, and civic groups  to add 
additional monies to the amount provided by the Jakobi trust.   

 
Please make a donation to the NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc., any amount is greatly appreciated!  All contributions are tax deductible 
and may qualify for your employer’s matching-gift program.  NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. is a 501(c) (3) Corporation. 

 
Thank you!   
 

The NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
Please tear off and return with your donation to the above address. 
Yes!  I/we would like to help Northern Highlands' students to realize their college dreams. 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________  
Address:  ____________________________________________________________  
Amount:   ____________________________________________________________  
 

Please increase the value of your gift with your employer’s matching gift program! 
NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. is a 501(c) (3) Corporation. 



 

7  Student Services Bulletin  

March Calendar Dates 

 

March 5, 6, 7 HSPA Testing—Juniors  

March 8  Registration Deadline for April 13th ACT   

March 8  Career Day  

March 9  SAT Testing - Off site 

March 15  AP Registration Deadline  

March 22  Late-Registration Deadline for April 13th ACT   

March 29  School Closed - Good Friday  

 

Early April Calendar Date 

April 5  Registration Deadline for May 4th SAT and SAT Subject Tests   


