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SAVE THE DATE JUNIORS! 
 

National Association for College Admission Counseling’s 
New Jersey College Fair 

 
Thursday, April 25, 2013 

 
 

Location:  
Meadowlands Exposition Center (at Harmon Meadow) 

355 Plaza Drive, 
Secaucus, NJ 07094 

 

Fair Hours: 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

 
Over 400 colleges will be in attendance!  
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Attention Seniors... 
In  April You Should...... 

 
1. Get ready for the April flood of college admission decisions. 
2. Keep your counselor informed of college decisions. 
3. Meet with your counselor if you have any questions. 
4. Continue to send updated or new information so colleges do not forget you. 

ACCEPTED?  
    WAIT-LISTED?  
        REJECTED?  
 
What if I am accepted by a college, but I’ve decided not to attend that college?  
Notify your counselor of the college's decision and your own. Then send a brief letter to the 
college, thanking them for their consideration and offer of admission, informing them that 
you have decided to attend another college. This is critical, as it can open up a place for 
a wait-listed student, and that wait-listed student could be one of your own classmates at 
Highlands. 
 
What if two really great colleges accept me?  
Discuss all the pros and cons with your parents and counselor. Plan to visit both colleges. If 
you have applied for financial aid, compare your aid packages from both institutions. 
 
What if I am wait-listed?  
There is no standard answer to this question. Different colleges use wait-lists for different pur-
poses. For example, there are “political” wait-lists, where there is no possibility of being ad-
mitted from such a list. Other wait-lists are “insurance” for the colleges that their openings 
will be filled in September. Some colleges never need to go to their wait-lists. Call the ad-
missions office of the college(s) where you have been wait-listed, and ask how the institu-
tion is using its wait-list this year and what your chances are of finally being accepted. You 
should receive an honest response. If a college that has put you on its wait-list is really your 
“first choice” school and you would definitely go there in September if accepted, call or 
write and let this be known. 
 
What if I am rejected?  
Don’t Panic. Remember, that most seniors get at least one letter of rejection. A few get 
turned down at all of their original college choices. If this happens, see your counselor im-
mediately. He/she will have a list of colleges which are still accepting applications into May 
and June. There is a college out there for you, and your counselor will work with you until 
you get an acceptance. 
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Been Accepted? 
Now Consider How to Make the Final Choice 

 
Rob Forget, Associate Director of Admissions at University of Wisconsin suggests: 

 
1. Visit your final two or three schools. It is absolutely essential that stu-
dents visit the colleges they are considering. A campus visit can tell a stu-
dent many things that a website or brochure cannot. The opportunity to 
talk with admission representatives, enrolled students, staff, and faculty 
will help many students decide if the school is a good fit. Sometimes a sec-
ond visit will be necessary. A school can look a lot different to a student 
who has been admitted as opposed to a student who is just beginning to ex-
plore. 
2. Consider the costs. It is important for students to consider the cost of 
attending college and to stay within a budget. Students should talk with 
their families and pay special attention to the bottom line. Some schools 
may offer larger scholarships, but still cost more. Students should not 
choose a school based on the amount of the scholarship, but be more con-
cerned with the net cost. 
3. Avoid choosing a college for the wrong reasons. Students need to se-
lect a college that is right for them. All too often students choose a college 
because their friends are going there or their parents are graduates. I can-
not think of worse reasons to choose a college. The school has to be the 
right fit for the individual student. 
4. Make a decision and stick with it. If students are having a tough time 
deciding which college to attend, it is most likely because they have done an 
excellent job selecting their final list. Chances are one school is just going to 
feel better than the others. Students should stick with their gut feeling and 
choose the school that feels right. Once that decision has been made, stu-
dents need to remember to secure housing and pay the enrollment deposit. 
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National Day of Silence 
April 19, 2013 

 

The Day of Silence is a student-led day of action when those who believe anti-
LGBT bias unacceptable in schools, take a day-long vow of silence to recognize 
and protest the discrimination and harassment—in effect, the silencing—
experienced by LGBT students and their supporters.  Since its inception, over 
500,000 students in nearly 5,000 K-12 schools and colleges have participated in 
the Day of Silence, and the numbers continue to grow.  Over the years, hun-
dreds of  Highlands’ students, faculty and staff have participated in or support-
ed the day. 

When Thinking About College Applications…….. 
Colleges tend to frown upon a long list of extra-curricular activities.  Students are encouraged to give 
quality time through their four years of high school to activities, sports and volunteer services that are 
important to them.   

 

The top admission factors include: 

 Grades in rigorous core academic courses, preferably taken over four years 

 Standardized tests (ACT, SAT, SAT Subject Tests) 

 Counselor and teacher recommendations 

 Student essays 

 Extra-curricular and volunteer activities 

 Grades in all other courses  
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Highlanders Receive Early Decision Notification  
Many universities accept a sizable percentage of their classes by way of binding early decision. From 
1998 - 2013, increasing numbers of Highlands’ students have opted to apply early, hoping to increase 
their chances for acceptance. The student who applies early decision should know in his heart that the 
school to which he is applying is truly his school of choice. 

Early Action is yet another means by which colleges ensure class numbers. The difference is that early 
action is most often non-binding.  

At this time, students have reported Early Decision I and II Acceptances  
from the following colleges: 

 
Bucknell University        Manhattan College 
Columbia University       Monmouth University 
Duke University (2)       New York University (3) 
Elon University (2)        Northwestern University 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University    University of Pennsylvania  
Franklin and Marshall College     Quinnipiac University (4)  
The George Washington University (2)    Stevens Institute of Technology (2)  
Hobart and William Smith Colleges    Syracuse University  
College of the Holy Cross      Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
Lehigh University (2)      Washington and Lee University  
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NHRHS SCHOLARSHIP FUND INC. 
298 Hillside Avenue   -   Allendale, N.J. 07401 

 
Our students need your help now! 

 
This scholarship is unique in that it is primarily a NEED-based scholarship available to Northern Highlands’ students and its
alumni.  Applicants are carefully evaluated anonymously by code numbers only by an outside independent financial advisor and
are based on demonstrated financial need.  In 2012, 17 students shared $40,900 in scholarship money.  There were many more
deserving applicants that we were unable to help.  Your support and donations are greatly needed so we are able to help more
students.     
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Here are a few quotes from past years’ recipients… your donations do make a difference in the students and parents lives!  Please take a
moment to read this letter and learn more about this program that makes a difference to deserving college-bound students in our
communities. 
 
“Receiving this scholarship will allow me to buy books this semester.  I can’t begin to thank everyone who contributed to this
enough.  I want to bake cookies for everyone who helped contribute to this!” 
 
“I just want to sincerely thank the Scholarship committee and the donors for helping me and my family at a very difficult time in
my life.  It was hard leaving my family to begin college locally in NJ.  I worked very hard at two jobs and now in my third
semester I am still maintaining an A average with your support.  My mother would have been proud!” 
 
“With two children in college at the same time, the financial burden was lessened by your generous donation toward my child’s
education” 
 
Many families in our four communities could benefit from this scholarship due to financial hardship.  Now is a good time to be charitable
locally.  As you finalize plans for your 2012-2013 donations, please consider the NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc.-the only local scholarship
available to our students which is based upon financial need.   
 
The NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. began in 1990 with the death of Allendale resident, Ruth Jakobi.  Her late husband, Gerard Jakobi,
initiated a trust to take care of his wife, and upon her death the remainder of their estate was given in trust to Northern Highlands to assist
students who want to go to college, but have significant financial needs.  This trust also provided for a committee to be established to
oversee the scholarship.  Over the years, the committee has solicited Highlands’ families, local businesses, and civic groups to add
additional monies to the amount provided by the Jakobi trust.   

 
Please make a donation to the NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc., any amount is greatly appreciated!  All contributions are tax deductible
and may qualify for your employer’s matching-gift program.  NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. is a 501(c) (3) Corporation. 

 
Thank you!   
 
The NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
Please tear off and return with your donation to the above address. 
Yes!  I/we would like to help Northern Highlands' students to realize their college dreams. 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________  
Address:  ____________________________________________________________  
Amount:   ____________________________________________________________  
 

Please increase the value of your gift with your employer’s matching gift program! 
NHRHS Scholarship Fund Inc. is a 501(c) (3) Corporation. 
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THE STUDENTS AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE DECISIONS is collecting new or 
gently used prom dresses, bridesmaid dresses, and cocktail clothes in a varie-
ty of sizes as well as shoes, jewelry, and purses for the Lower East Side Girls 
Club, a non-profit organization that serves girls ages 8-23 years old from low-
income families in NYC.  

 

The “Gowns for Girls” prom dress give away allows over 200 girls who would 
otherwise not be able to afford a prom dress to attend their prom. 

 

To learn more about the Lower Eastside Girls Club and the good work they 
do, please visit their website at www.girlsclub.org.  

 

If items are gently used, they should be dry-cleaned before they are dropped 
off. 

 

Please bring all donations to the Guidance Department by  

Monday, April 22, 2013. 
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April Calendar Dates 
April 4  National Honor Society Induction—Auditorium, 7:00 PM 

April 5  Registration Deadline for May 4th SAT and SAT Subject Tests   

April 8-12  Spring Break—School Closed 

April 13  ACT Test Administration 

April 19  Late registration for May 4 SAT and SAT Subject Tests 

April 19  National Day of Silence  

April 25  New Jersey National College Fair 

Early May Calendar Dates 

May 4  SAT and SAT Subject Tests Administration 

May 6-17  AP Test Administration  

May 7  Registration deadline for June 1 SAT and SAT Subject Tests 

 


