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Romeo and Juliet 
Act II Scene ii Creative Writing Task 
 
The Task: 
 
Choose various activities from among the following options in order to attempt a total of 100 points.  Combine all of 
your work into one word processing document and upload it to turnitin.com no later than class time 
___________________. 
 
The Choices: 
 
For 100 points (which means that you only need to complete ONE activity!), you can: 
 

• Write a series of love letters between the two young lovers (at least 3 letters each), using the Elizabethan pick-
up lines posted for you on School Wires as a supplemental resource.  Each letter should assume the voice of 
the character who writes it (yes, this means you must write with some sort of Elizabethan affect and need to 
show an understanding of the way the character speaks so far in the play, including patterns of imagery, 
symbolism and attitude). The two young lovers have SO much to say that each letter is a full page long!  It 
doesn’t matter which character you decide will begin the exchange, but afterwards the letters must show an 
interaction between the characters’ thoughts and ideas.  Be as gushy and mushy as you feel is appropriate.  
Incorporate specific quotations from the play to allow the characters to express their feelings for one another 
as well as their hopes and fears for the future.  Edit well. 

 
For 80 points, you can: 
 

• Write the events of the play’s first act and first two scenes of the second act as a short story (3-4 pages, please), 
replete with details that are accurate to the action, speech, imagery, symbolism and spirit of the play, 
reinterpreted for a contemporary audience.  This means that the action must stay the same, the characters 
should speak with the same personality they do in the play, but the language should be updated.  Remember 
that a short story requires clearly-established settings because no visual scenery can be provided and allows for 
descriptive transgressions to establish these as well as to establish characters, conflicts, etc.  Be detailed and 
deliberate in your choices.  Edit well.  And dialogue is a MUST—you can simply update the language and 
summarize if you like. 

 
For 60 points, you can: 
 

• Create a soundtrack for the first act and first two scenes of the second act of the play.  Your soundtrack must 
include only songs of your own choosing to represent the mood and tone of the action in each scene.  You 
must select one song for each scene of the play’s first act, obtain, include and cite the lyrics for each song 
appropriately (yes, this means you need a works cited page) and write a 1-2 SOLID paragraph explanation of 
your reasons for selecting each song to represent each scene (you must use direct quotations to support your 
ideas).  Make a CD booklet that includes the lyrics for each song and your paragraphs to explain your reasons 
for selecting the song, corresponding images and liner notes.  DO NOT select songs based merely on their 
titles; instead, consider the sound of the music and the message of the lyrics when making your decisions.  
Edit well.  
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For 40 points, you can: 
 

• Imagine that, after the Balcony scene, Juliet rushes to her bedroom to write all about it in her diary.  She has 
SO much to say that she writes two full pages!  Assume Juliet’s voice (yes, this means you must write with 
some sort of Elizabethan affect and need to show an understanding of the way Juliet speaks so far in the play, 
including patterns of imagery, symbolism and attitude) and a conversational tone and write Juliet’s diary 
entry.  Make sure to use direct quotations from the play in your entry to refer to specifics of the meeting 
between Romeo and Juliet and possibly to refer to Juliet’s feelings about this meeting.  Be specific and 
detailed.  Swoon if you must.  Edit well. 

 
OR… 
 

• Imagine that, after the Balcony scene, Romeo rushes home and locks himself in his bedroom to write a song 
about his feelings.  He has SO much to say that the lyrics take up two full pages!  Assume Romeo’s voice (yes, 
this means you must write with some sort of Elizabethan affect and need to show an understanding of the way 
Romeo speaks so far in the play, including patterns of imagery, symbolism and attitude) and pay attention to 
diction, rhythm, mood, etc and write Romeo’s song.  Make sure to use direct quotations from the play in your 
song to refer to specifics of the meeting between Romeo and Juliet and possibly to refer to Romeo’s feelings 
about this meeting.  Be specific and detailed.  Bonus points if you write and record or perform music with 
which the song will be performed.  Edit well.  

 
 
For 20 points, you can: 
 

• Write the conversation Romeo and Mercutio will have after the party about Romeo’s change in attitude/ 
feelings.  They have a lot to say to each other (at least 1.5 pages worth of dialogue!) and strong opinions about 
what happened at Capulet’s.  Make sure to use direct quotations from the play to show their opinions.  You 
must write with some sort of Elizabethan affect and need to show an understanding of the way both Romeo 
and Mercutio speak so far in the play, including patterns of imagery, symbolism and attitude.  Consider the 
way Romeo would present his new feelings and the advice Mercutio would be most likely to give him.  Use 
the format of the play as a model for your own writing.  Edit well. 

 
OR…  
 

• Create a Facebook page for one of the main teenaged characters in the play so far (Romeo, Juliet, Benvolio, 
Mercutio, and Tybalt).  Include a “photograph” of the character (which should be your creative decision about 
what the character might look like, not a picture found on a google search or of one of the actors/ actresses 
that plays that character in a play or film), a quotation from the play that captures the “essence” of the 
character, under the “about me” heading, personal information including age, birthday, family, etc, a clever 
status update for each scene of the play, even if the character is not present in that scene, and comments on 
these status updates from other characters in the play (at least one per status update).  You must use direct 
quotations from the play (but not exclusively) throughout your status updates and the comments left on these 
updates.  Again, Elizabethan affect should be assumed to the best of your ability.  Edit well. 

 
 
For all assignments, have fun, be creative, stay accurate to the play and edit your work several times for grammar, 
mechanics and style.  This assignment will count as a major writing grade in the first semester! 


